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land under cultivation; and an owner who leaves the land
untouched for three years, without a satisfactory reason,
may be deprived of its possession. The possessor of
miri land enjoys, under the supervision of the State, the
essential privileges of an outright owner. He may dis-
pose of the land freely or as a gift or for a considera-
tion; hut, he is subject to special formalities implying
the assent of the State (which the latter, moreover, can-
not refuse). He can transmit it to his heirs, the number
of whom is more restricted than that of persons who may
receive mulk land, but he cannot dispose of it by will.
The word "vakuf," derived from the verb "vakf,"
which designates the act by which an object is conse-
crated to a pious purpose, is applied both to the object
so consecrated and to the work which is benefited by it.
The obligation imposed on Moslems to give alms was the
origin of vakuf s, which is an institution peculiar to Mos-
lem countries. The founder of the vakuf may be an
Ottoman or a foreigner, a Moslem or non-Moslem, or
may belong to a religion other than that of the person
who will be benefited by the vakuf. But from the time
of its inception the vakuf must be both definite and
everlasting.
The existence of rights belonging to third parties does
not hinder the object from being validly constituted a
vakuf; a property leased or mortgaged may be con-
stituted a vakuf, but the vakuf has no real existence
until the lease or the mortgage expires. A vakuf xnay
not become a mulk again unless another mialk of the same
value is changed to a vakuf. When the formalities
necessary for the establishment of a vakuf have been
complied with, a certificate is made out by the Moslem
religious authorities testifying to its description. This
certificate, legalized by the Fetvahan, is presented for
registration to the Cadastral Bureau, which records the
nature of the vakuf on the land registers, but retains

